
 

Origin of Easter Lilies 

White lilies appear throughout the Easter story as   

symbols of the perseverance of purity over all          

obstacles. 

Also called the “White Robed Apostles of Hope,” the 

legend goes that white lilies burst spontaneously into 

bloom in the garden of Gethsemane after Christ’s    

agony. 

Easter lilies are also closely tied to the Virgin Mary. 

It’s said that when the door of her tomb was rolled 

back three days after her burial, bunches of the    

shimmering white flowers were found growing where 

her body had once been. 

Even Roman mythology evokes white lilies as a symbol 

for motherhood. 

The story goes that as Juno, the queen of the gods, 

nursed her son Hercules, the excess drops of her milk 

drifted into the sky to either create the Milky Way or 

fall to earth to grow as white lilies. 

The ubiquitous white lily we see on garden center 

shelves in Easter (Lilium longifolium) is actually     

native to a southern island of Japan, and although the 

flowers look very similar, the plant isn’t nearly as 

large as the true “Madonna” lily (Lilium candidum), 

which hails from Western Asia. 

The latter, which commonly grows to over two     

meters high, is very rarely cultivated in North America. 
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NOISY SUNDAY 

March 11 

Bring your change 

 

 

Easter Cantata 

Hallelujah!  What A Savior! 

March 25 

9:30 a.m.   11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 Easter Lily PURCHASE for 

Easter Morning Service 

Watch the bulletin for forms 
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March 1 (THURSDAY) 

8:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

3:00pm Each One Teach  One 

6:00pm Musical Practice 

7:00pm Choir Practice 

7:00pm Lenten Bible Study 

March 2 (FRIDAY) 

8:30am Suncoast Sandpipers 

9:00am LIFT School Rm 11/12 

10:00am Church Musical Setup  

10:00am    Thrift Store Open 

6:30pm Musical Performance 

7:00pm       Girl Scouts 

March 3 (SATURDAY) 

11:00am Bravo 

12:00pm Bridal Shower 

12:00pm Church Musical 

8:30pm Musical Performance 

8:00pm AA Meeting 

March 4 (SUNDAY) 

COMMUNION 

8:30am Awake Coffee  

8:45am Awake Service 

10:00am Adult Sunday School 

10:00am Children’s Sunday School 

10:00am Traditional Worship 

11:00am Coffee Fellowship 

11:30am Adult Sunday School 

4:00pm Confirmation Class 

5:30pm High Spirit Youth 

March 5 (MONDAY) 

9:30am UMW Crafts 

7:15pm Boy Scouts 

March 6 (TUESDAY) 

LIFT BOOK FAIR-FOUNDRY FLOOR 

6:30pm AA Big Book Study 

7:00pm Civil Air Patrol 

7:00pm Worship Committee 

March  7 (WEDNESDAY) 

LIFT BOOK FAIR-FOUNDRY FLOOR 

10:00am Bell Practice 

10:00am     UMW  Unit Meeting 

5:00pm Tai Chi       

6:30pm Sea Band Practice 

8:00pm AA, Alanon 

March 8 (THURSDAY) 

LIFT BOOK FAIR-FOUNDRY FLOOR 

8:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

3:00 pm       Each One Teach One 

6:00pm Street Ministry 

7:00pm Choir Practice 

7:00pm Lenten Bible Study 

March 9 (FRIDAY) 

10:00am     Thrift Store Open 

March 10 (SATURDAY) 

8:30pm PEO DAY-FOUNDRY 

11:00am Bravo  

8:00pm AA Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 11 (SUNDAY) 

8:30am Awake Coffee 

8:45am Awake Service 

10:00am Adult Sunday School 

10:00am Children’s Sunday School 

10:00am Traditional Worship 

11:00am Coffee Fellowship 

11:30am Adult Sunday School 

4:00pm Confirmation Class 

5:30pm High Spirit Youth 

March 12 (MONDAY) 

9:30am UMW Crafts 

7:15pm Boy Scouts 

March 13 (TUESDAY) 

6:30pm AA Big Book Study 

7:00pm Civil Air Patrol 

7:00pm Finance Meeting 

7:00pm Missions Meeting 

March14 (WEDNESDAY) 

10:00am ASG 

10:00am Bell Practice 

10:30am Mary/Martha Circle 

5:00pm Tai Chi 

6:00pm Brownies/Daisies 

6:30pm Sea Band Practice 

8:00pm AA, Alanon 

March15 (THURSDAY) 

8:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

9:00am UMW Bazaar Setup 

3:00pm Each One Teach One 

7:00pm Choir Practice 

7:00pm Lenten Bible Study 

March 16 (FRIDAY) 

9:00am UMW Bazaar Setup 

10:00am Thrift Store Open 

7:00pm Girl Scouts  

March17 (SATURDAY) 

9:00am UMW Spring Bazaar 

11:00am Bravo 

8:00pm AA Meeting 

March 18 (SUNDAY) 

NOMADS 

8:30am Awake Coffee  

8:45am Awake Service 

10:00am Adult  Sunday School 

10:00am Children’s Sunday School 

10:00am     Traditional Service 

11:00am Coffee Fellowship 

11:30am Adult Sunday School 

11:30am Confirmation Service 

5:30pm High Spirit Youth 

March 19 (MONDAY) 

NOMADS 

 9:30am UMW Crafts 

6:30pm Choir Rehearsal 

7:00pm Boy Scouts 

March  20 (TUESDAY) 

NOMADS 

6:30pm AA Big Book Study 

7:00pm Civil Air Patrol 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 21 (WEDNESDAY) 

NOMADS 

10:00am Bell Practice 

5:00pm Tai Chi 

6:30pm Sea Band Practice 

8:00pm AA, Alanon 

March 22 (THURSDAY) 

NOMADS 

8:00am Men’s Prayer  Breakfast 

3:00pm Each One Teach One 

7:00pm Choir Practice 

7:00pm Lenten Bible Study 

March 23 (FRIDAY) 

NOMADS 

10:00am Thrift Store Open 

March 24 (SATURDAY) 

NOMADS 

9:00am Choir Rehearsal 

11:00am Bravo  

8:00pm AA Meeting 

March 25 (SUNDAY) 

NOMADS 

8:30am Awake Coffee  

8:30am Awake Service 

9:30am Cantata 

9:30am Children’s Sunday School 

10:00am Adult Sunday School 

10:30am Coffee Fellowship 

11:00am Cantata 

4:00pm Confirmation Class 

5:30pm High Spirit Youth 

March 26 (MONDAY) 

MOMADS 

LIFT SPRING BREAK 

9:30am UMW Crafts 

7:15pm Boy Scouts 

March 27 (TUESDAY) 

NOMADS 

LIFT SPRING BREAK 

6:00pm Street Ministry 

6:30pm AA Big Book Study 

7:00pm Church Council Meeting 

7:00pm Civil Air Patrol 

7:00pm Joy Circle 

March 28 (WEDNESDAY) 

NOMADS 

LIFT SPRING BREAK  

10:00am Bell Practice 

10:00am UMW Leadership Team 

5:00pm Tai Chi 

6:00pm Street Ministry 

6:30pm Sea Band Practice 

8:00pm AA, Alanon  

March 29 (THURSDAY) 

NOMADS 

LIFT SPRING BREAK 

8:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

3:00pm Each One Teach One 

7:00pm Choir Practice 

March 30 (FRIDAY) 

LIFT SPRING BREAK 

10:00am Thrift Store Open 

March 31 (SATURDAY) 

8:00pm AA Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 



PASTOR’S PEN   

DID YOU KNOW? 
The second “St. Valentine’s Day Massacre,”  
at the Parkland, FL high school, horrified me 
and saddened me deeply.  It seems clear to 

me that on the question of gun violence there is no doubt 
that guns are not the only issue – gun violence in our coun-
try is an indicator of a number of significant problems with 
our society.  According to the United States Government’s 
Center for Disease Control, over 33,500 Americans died 
from guns in 2016.  Events like the Parkland school     
shooting bring this issue into sharper focus.  So, what is 
the cause of the epidemic of death and destruction?  Well, 
there are many contributing factors.  

First, it is obvious that there has been a devaluing 
of human life in our nation.  Almost any day, you can read 
in the Newspaper or on line about a person being shot to 
death over some petty issue that 50 years ago would have 
been settled with fists.  Gangs and criminals shoot up the 
streets careless of who may be walking along. The         
devaluing of human life also shows up in the use of     
abortion as a form of birth control.  So, what is the cause 
of the devaluing of human life?  Without a doubt the    
number one cause is people not under the influence of 
God.  If you fear God, you will not murder one of his    
children.  

What is the most broken of the 10                     
commandments?  The 4th – honor the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy.  Here is what the Bible says; “the Israelites shall 
keep the Sabbath, observing the Sabbath throughout their 
generations, as a perpetual covenant.”  Perpetual covenant 
means it is a permanent part of the relationship with God. 
How strongly does the Bible feel about this covenant?  
“Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a   
Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the LORD; whoever does 
any work on the Sabbath day shall be put to death.”  Put to 
death!  People say that not allowing prayer in school is to 
blame, but doing away with the so called Blue Laws 
(allowing stores to be open on the Sabbath day) was and is 
a thousand times worse.  When I was a kid, every store 
was closed except those owned by Jewish folks.  Sunday 
was a day of rest for the whole nation, families spent time 
together because everything was closed. 

The Old Testament is the record of the Israelites 
experience with God over about a 2,000 year period of 
time.  The majority of the Old Testament, by volume, is 
the story of people who think they can manage without 
God or with paying God only lip service and ignoring him 
when they choose.  That story is told again and again with 
different characters playing the main role, but I assure you  
it always ends the same way: people realize they do need 
God, and that they must take obedience to God seriously, 
but usually they only realize after suffering terrible        
consequences.  Jurgen Moltmann said, “Intelligent people 

learn from conversation, dumb people learn from           
catastrophe.”  Failing to honor the Sabbath day means we 
as a nation and as a society do not take God seriously.  If 
we don’t take this for the wakeup call it is, we are headed 
for catastrophe.  Now, we have slipped so far I don’t know 
if we can ever make it back up again.  

Don’t get me wrong, I must plead guilty here too.  
I like to watch football on Sundays, I like to be able to go 
to the store and buy stuff on Sunday, but all this time, I 
have known it is wrong and I have just gone along with the 
crowd.  I am willing to give up Sunday football and      
shopping to return to God.  If we Christians don’t honor 
God by keeping the Sabbath day ourselves, then we give 
an excuse to every person who wasn’t brought up with 
Christian values to do the same, but they don’t have the 
moral restraints that Christians learn and are supposed to 
have.  It occurred to me yesterday, that there are now two 
whole generations who have grown to adulthood never 
knowing a time when their nation honored the Sabbath 
day.  Like some kind of poisonous octopus, the tentacles of 
the terrible decision to abolish blue laws have slithered out 
to reach into and infect all aspects of our culture and      
society.  

Because our nation doesn’t honor God, many of its 
citizens don’t value human life, and so, they take it more 
easily through guns and abortion, and they don’t provide 
life saving health care to the working poor.  Because our 
nation doesn’t honor God, people without godly values 
don’t honor their own bodies and they make and use       
pornography and treat people as sex objects.  Because our 
nation doesn’t honor God, our children are subjected to 
countless hours of violence on TV and in video games. 
Because our nation doesn’t honor God, people live         
together without getting married, and when they do get 
married, they don’t honor their marriage vows.  Because 
our nation doesn’t honor God, our political leaders freely 
take huge bribes they laughingly call political                
contributions, and they fail to adequately protect the lives 
of our citizens.  Because our nation doesn’t honor God, 
then its citizens don’t honor the 10 Commandments.   

Most Americans already agree that we don’t want 
children to be able to buy and carry guns, and we don’t 
want people who are a danger to society to be able to buy 
and carry guns.  But as terrible and visible as the problem 
of gun violence is – it is a reflection of a much worse issue
– not honoring God is the real issue.  Spanish philosopher 
Santayana wrote: “Those who forget the past are doomed 
to repeat it.”  The Old Testament is our past too, and we 
have forgotten what it tells us - that those who don’t honor 
God will suffer the catastrophic natural consequences their 
failure will bring!  Let us pray it is not too late. 

 

In His Grace, Pastor Tim 



 

 

  

 

 



Per the Internet……… 

Here’s the top seven facts about the Bible: 

1)  About 50 Bibles are sold every minute 

2)  The Bible was written in three languages:  Hebrew, Aramaic and Koine Greek. 

3)  Dogs are mentioned 14 times in the Bible and lions 55 times, but domestic cats are not men-
tioned at all. 

4)  Now that’s irony:  The Bible, the world’s best-selling book, is also the world’s most shoplifted book. 

5)  Esther is the only book in the Bible that does not contain the word “God.” 

6) The raven is the first bird mentioned in the Bible.  It was sent out by Noah to see if the waters had abated after the 
great flood. 

7) The verse in the exact middle of the Bible is Psalm 117. There are 594 chapters before Psalm 117, and 594 chapters 
after Psalm 117 – making the total number of chapters 1189.  

   

 
************************************************************************** 

THANK YOU TO OUR BULLETIN SPONSORS 
New Owners -  great rates…….give Greg a call!!!   

Thank you to our bulletin sponsors.  Our sponsors make it possible for Oakhurst to have the full color 11x17 bulletin each week for our  services.   
Your service to our church is greatly appreciated.  We ask you, as  a member of Oakhurst, to please take your bulletin home and use 
the services  provided by our sponsors.  Tell them thank you for their sponsorship when visiting their stores or when you see  them at church. 

 
 



In Context –  

Step One Point One 
 Last month, I wrote about engaging in 
Evangelism in Context and mentioned that I      
believe it to be the way that leads the church into 
the future as a vital, meaningful, and thriving 
body within the American cultural landscape. 
This month I want to share with you what the first 
step of engaging in Evangelism in Context is. 

 The first step on a journey is often the 
most difficult. If you have arrived at the point 
where you want to be engaging in evangelism in 
context, then you have arrived at step one –    
getting to know your context. Context is          
everything when it comes to evangelism. Context 
also cannot be boiled down to generalities as 
much as we would love for that to be the case. 
Reading the phrase, “the king lives” carries      
different meanings in different contexts. For      
instance it means one thing in a newspaper 
headline, another in a fantasy novel, and would 
mean still another thing in a worship service. 
Context matters. 

 So how do we get to know our own      
context? Well, if the first step is getting to know 
your context, then the first substep is determining 
where you will be doing evangelism. Until you 
know where your evangelistic activities take 
place, you cannot determine what the context of 
the area is. It is one thing to say Oakhurst UMC 
seeks to make new disciples of people living in 
Florida – this is true, but this does nothing to clue 
us in to the specific context that says Oakhurst 
UMC seeks to make new disciples of people     
living within 2.5 miles of 13400 Park Boulevard, 
Seminole, FL. This can be further refined for us 
personally – I will seek to help introduce others 
to a relationship with Jesus Christ who live within 
three blocks of my address and are between the 
ages of 55 and 70 would be a very specific     
subset. Once you have identified the smallest 
subset possible, then the hard work of getting to 
know the context really begins. 

  

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Nathan, Assistant Pastor 

       

 

 

 

  Happenings  
     Working with youth the past year 

and a half has taught me quite a bit 

about the culture in our society these 

days. I wanted to pass along two of the 

more notable and relevant learnings 

from this time: 

 1. Youth are ALWAYS hungry. 

We may have just finished a meal, but 

in the next 20 minutes, I will be asked if 

there is dessert coming, bread sticks, 

chips or candy anywhere. 

 2. Many Youth feel isolated. 

This is a big one. It isn’t isolation from 

their peers so much as it is isolation 

from adults who are willing to accept 

them as they are. They feel judged 

constantly by a look, a gaze, or even just 

one word. 

 Why am I sharing this with 

you?  Because there is something YOU 

can do about both of these issues.  The 

Oakhurst Youth Group (ok, maybe just 

the youth leaders) are looking for some 

help in providing a weekly meal for our 

youth on Sunday evenings at 5 p.m. 

Along with this, comes an invitation to 

sit down and get to know our youth, to 

hear their stories, to interact with 

them, affirm them and find out what 

amazing individuals they are.  If you 

have any interest in making an impact 

in the lives of our youth this way, please 

contact me at any time at 

ncarlson@oakhurstumc.com.  Thank 

you for praying, loving and caring for 

our youth here at Oakhurst. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Nathan, Youth Pastor and      

Assistant Pastor 

 

 

We can't help             

everyone, but 

everyone can 

help someone. 

mailto:ncarlson@oakhurstumc.com


Congregational  

Care Ministries 
 The season of Lent can be one of the most 
challenging and rewarding times for us spiritually and 
physically. Often, during this 40 day period,         
Christians observe the spiritual discipline of fasting. 
This can be from specific foods that one finds to be 
excessively luxurious (chocolate?), or                     
environmentally harmful (red meat for some), or even 
an entire meal one day a week (or more). If you have 
chosen to engage in a fast this year, please make     
certain you follow through with good nutrition 
throughout the day as a component that helps you to 
focus your effort in the correct direction. Fasting 
should be about loosening bonds of those things on 
your life that you feel keep you from fully embracing 
God’s will and direction. It is often helpful when     
engaging in a fast, to pick up new spiritual practices 
as well. Perhaps now is the time to start working with 
our feeding program, to engage in a new Bible study,  

 

or to find a devotional rhythm that 
adds increased depth to your        
spiritual journey. 

 Throughout the season of 
Lent, if you are looking for any     
resources to help deepen your faith, improve your 
health, support your spiritual journey, or put yourself 
on a new path, please reach out to the church office 
and one of our Congregational Care Ministers or      
myself will be happy to walk with you on your       
journey. May God’s mercy and grace fill you during 
this season of preparation and repentance as we       
journey together towards Easter. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Nathan, Assistant Pastor 

 

 

  

 

PAC A SACK 

Feed the Children - Oakhurst feeds 50+ needy children each week during the school year.   

Please give food or money.  Donations may be left in the marked box by fellowship hall.   

Thank you for your generosity.   

FRUIT  CUPS    VIENNA SAUSAGES                                                
SMALL BOXES OF CEREAL     TUNA/CHICKEN/HAM SALAD WITH CRACKERS 
FRUIT SNACKS     
FRUIT JUICE BOXES      

 

MISSIONS 
 

BLESSING BOXES - Pick up your blessing box in 
the Narthex or outside Fellowship Hall.  When you feel 
blessed, say a prayer of thanks and drop a few coins or 
bills in your blessing box.  You can empty your box 
into the offering plate any Sunday or wait until we an-
nounce "Noisy Sunday" on March 11th, an opportunity 
to empty your change during a special "noisy offering" 
and make a joyful noise unto the Lord.  All funds go to 
missions.  If you wish to get credit on your giving 
statement, put your funds in a baggy with your name 
and offering number included. 

MARCH 

"The air is like a butterfly 

With frail blue wings. 

The happy earth looks at the 

sky 

And sings." 



UMW -   MARCH 2018 
 
Come celebrate Women's History Month with UMW! 
 
• Join us in Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, March 7th at 10:30 a.m., for insights into UMW's history and Legacy.   

150 years of mission for women, children and youth!   In addition, we will enjoy remembering Oakhurst's UMW 
history of over 35 years, as we reminisce with our scrapbooks!   Join us for a light lunch, too.  We meet in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  If you have special photos, please bring them. 

 
• In case you are wondering we have a great book in our UMW Reading Program and in our bookcase: 
       50 WOMEN EVERY CHRISTIAN SHOULD KNOW-LEARNING FROM HEROINES OF THE FAITH by Michelle DeRusha 
       Check it out: This book brings the lives of admirable women to life, with engaging narratives as a reminder that we 

are not alone.   The battles we face today are not new and God is always with us during the struggle. 
 
• Last, but not least, during this Lenten Season, join us as our Crafters present their beautiful crafts for Spring and 

Easter, Saturday, March 17th and March 18th.  Join the fun and visit with friends and family as they prepare for 
Easter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPRING AND 
EASTER  
BAZAAR 

 

Spring and 

Easter 

Bazaar 



KENYA MISSION TRIP JANUARY 2018 

 I had such an interesting time as I stayed with 
a local person and learned so much about the people 
and how they live and more of the issues that they deal 
with day to day just in getting regular chores complet-
ed.   

 With Reverend Susan’s help we purchased the 
first lot of underpants and sanitary pads for the Ruiga 
Girls Boarding school and were able to present these 
to the Principal and three school counselors who will 
oversee the distribution to the girls.  We will do this 
again in April, August and November. 

 I also organized a demonstration of the smaller 
water filters, which was very interesting to see the 
muddy red water from the river going in the top and 
clear, clean, drinkable water coming out the bottom. 
Everyone was impressed and there were several       
ordered by the teachers for their personal homes.  This 
is an ongoing project as we have one large filter     
waiting at the school for installation and really need 
another two, and also a large tank to contain the good 
water.  There is also a need for these large filters at 
both the primary and the secondary schools. 

 I toured the primary school and the secondary 
school at Ruiga and found the secondary school in 
need of text books and sports equipment and also lab 
equipment.   

 I also assisted in serving communion at Ruiga 
church and spoke each Sunday at a different church, 
the last one being the Bishops covenant service for all 
the church leaders with hundreds of people in         
attendance and colorful dancing and singing          
presentations, it was an amazing experience. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I participated in the marketing for the clinic 
which entailed being driven around through the back 
country roads where all the people live on their small 

farms, with a generator and large speakers strapped to 
the roof of the car, playing loud Christian music and 
one of our clinic staff broadcasting on the loud     

speaker the arrival of American doctors, in their native 
tongue.  We travelled hundreds of kilometers over a 
few days.  This was an incredible experience to see the 

joy of the people to hear the news of free consultations 
and doctors from USA. The first Monday after all the 
advertising, there were over 300 people that arrived 

for treatment so our marketing really worked.    

 It was amazing to see.  I was able to assist in 
the pharmacy one of the days that the American      
doctors were there too, and it was great to see them 

working and the rest of the team assisting in crowd 
control and taking vitals etc.   

Deb Ralph 
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