


Foreword 

I think it is known as the “ripple effect”.  A stone is cast into the 
lake and the ripples continue to roll across the water.  Jewel and 
Walter Jacques were the stone throwers with their pleas to 
have these stories put into writing so that they could be shared 
with a larger audience.  The results of that was the little publica-
tion of “Stories I Have Told” which, when finished, was used as a       

fundraiser towards a youth mission trip.  It was also freely            
distributed to various people who are no longer able to attend 

church due to health restraints. 

My part in all of this was the easy part.  The stories are all in my 
head and so it is like a spring cleaning of the mind.  I just had to 
put it on paper. Putting it all on paper is one thing, having it free        

of spelling   errors, looking presentable, adding pictures, and then 
getting it ready and in the proper format for the printers is a           

different story. 

Sally Priest and Ron Priest, have been most helpful to me for 
many years in the  creation of various slides and projects to help 
illustrate my sermons, freely give of themselves as my personal 
photographer and collaborator.  The Priests and I would readily 
agree, we do our thing and then turn it all over to Corbi Bottichio 

who is the producer, does the Table of Contents and the end 
product becomes her reflection. 

Methodists are big users of the term “Gifts and Graces” meaning 
that we all have our parts to offer.  This little booklet, “Stories I 

Have Told II”, is just one more example.  As mentioned in the first 
“Stories I Have Told”, like a good joke, a good story need never be 
explained.  Like a good joke, timing is everything.  The right story, 

told at the right time, by someone who loves you, is a thing of 
POWER.  It can lighten a day, wipe away tears, alleviate fears, 

grant encouragement, give hope, and shed enormous light. 

To the congregation at Oakhurst…Thank you for listening. 

Frank Leeds III 




































































