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                                FAST ANNUAL EVENT 

All church members are invited to attend the annual FAST Nehemiah Action on Monday Evening, March 22nd at 
7:00 via Zoom. There will also be a drive-up option at Sacred Heart Church in Pinellas Park at 4661 82nd Ave. N, 
where you can see the speakers in person.  All COVID precautions will be in place. County Commissioners and    
other county officials will be there as FAST continues the work of tackling some of the county’s more serious    
community problems. This year the attendance goal is 2,500 community members. 

 

For those of you who are unfamiliar with FAST, it stands for Faith and Action for Strength Together and is an       
organization made up of over 40 congregations who work together to address community issues that have been 
identified by church members who have been affected. FAST is called to this work to fulfill God’s requirement “to 
do justice, love mercy and to walk humbly with our God (faithfulness)” (Micah 6:8) and the work is modeled after 
Nehemiah who called for a great assembly to address the injustice of the public officials who made money off the 
poor and vulnerable people of the land. Oakhurst has been a FAST member for over 5 years and currently has close 
to twenty members who are actively involved.  

 

Please contact one of our Oakhurst FAST team leaders if you would like to register to attend the Action:           
Linda Bavaro 816-588-2884 at or Susan Johnson at 251-454-2335 

 

This year, there are three issues to be addressed. 

Affordable Housing: 

In 2018, FAST was able to get County Commissioners to commit 4.15% of Penny for Pinellas to affordable housing 
(for families with annual household income of $50,000 or less), which is projected to be $82.5 million over the      
10-year Penny cycle, and to put this commitment in writing. However, in the Commission’s first vote earlier this 
year to spend funds described in the written resolution, they broke their promise and spent $9.6 million of    
affordable housing funds to subsidize 586 housing units of which only 77 (13%) will be affordable. At the Action, we 
will be asking again for that commitment for any future housing. 

 

Behavioral Health (Mental Health and Substance Abuse): 

in 2019, FAST was able to get the county administrator and two key mental health funders to agree to work to-
gether to create a central pathway that would make it easy for anyone to get the help they needed. The County is 
still dragging their feet, and their plans to move forward with a model for coordinated access may or may not           
include the current mental health providers. FAST is concerned that we’re going to end up with two parallel       
systems that will only make things more confusing and continue to put lives on the line, so FAST hopes to put   
pressure on the County to work with the providers. 

 

Criminal Justice: 

Every year, thousands of our community members are arrested for minor, nonviolent offenses, which ultimately 
can affect job applications, searching for housing and other concerns. The County already has a pre-arrest diversion 
program that gives support and also consequences for people who commit non-violent misdemeanors without 
branding them for life with an arrest record. This year, FAST will be asking officials to work with us to expand this 
diversion program. 



A Successful End to the Lowell Oasis Book Drive! 
 

Great Work, Gulf Central District United Methodist Women, the OASIS book drive was a huge success! Starting 
on November 9th and ending February 22nd we collected around 400 beautiful Christian books plus a variety of 

puzzle books, cards, markers and colored pencils. As always, you went beyond the call of duty to provide       
spiritual comfort to women in need. 

 
Pastor Kris Schonewolf will receive the books in early March and begin her Christian lending library at the OASIS 
UMC within the walls of Lowell Correctional Institute. Thank you for helping to spread the good word. A special 

thanks goes to Cornerstone Family Ministries for storing the books and to Lorraine Mayfield Brown,               
Amy Mormino and Vivian Hart for their assistance with the collection.   

 
Thank you to all who contributed! 

A few Thank You Notes from the 

2020 Angel Tree Gift Drive. 



Health Information Provided by:  Margaret Strickland, Parish Nurse 



In support of the local food pantries. 

Saturday, March 20 

9:00—12:00 p.m. 

Thank You for Your Support! 

Saying “Thanks to Doctors & Nurses” 

Saturday, March 20 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Largo Hospital—Emergency Room Entrance 

 

 



WEEKLY PUZZLE 





Thank you to our bulletin sponsors.   


