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All Saints Day: A holy day John‘ Wesley loved
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On All Saints Day we remember those who have gone before us in the faith. "All-Saints" 15th century. Public Domain via Wikimedia Commons.
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Our Mission is to make disciples, who make disciples,
who transform the World.
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All Saints Day: A holy day John Wesley loved

by Joe lovino

November 1 is All Saints Day, a sometimes-overlooked holy day in United Methodist
congregations. It is not nearly as well known as the day before, All Hallows' (Saints') Eve,
better known as Halloween, but is far more important in the life of the church.

John Wesley, founder of the Methodist
movement, enjoyed and celebrated All Saints
Day. In a journal entry from November 1,

1767, Wesley calls it "a festival | truly love." On
the same day in 1788, he writes, "l always find
this a comfortable day." The following year he
calls it "a day that | peculiarly love."

This may sound odd. United Methodists don't
believe in saints. Right?

Well, yes... and no.

%

Wesley cautioned against holding saints in too
high regard. The Articles of Religion that he John Wesley was fond of All Saints

sent to the Methodists in America in 1784, Day. "John Wesley. Stipple engraving

include a statement against "invocation of by J. Posselwhite" licensed under CC
saints" (Article XIV—Of Purgatory, Book of BY 4.0 via Wikimedia Commons.
Discipline §1104). Wesley did not see biblical

evidence for the practice and discouraged
Methodists from participating.

However, he also advised against disregarding the saints altogether.

In an All Saints Day journal entry dated Monday, November 1, 1756, Wesley writes, "How
superstitious are they who scruple giving God solemn thanks for the lives and deaths of his
saints!" If your 18" century English is as rusty as mine, it might help to know that the word
scruple means not doing something because you think it's wrong.
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5. IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL!
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OF THE UMITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Holiday Craft Show
Seminole Elks

Saturday

Nov. 6", 9am-1pm

Open to the Public! Tell your friends!

k| ocal artists, crafts, gifts, bake sale, holiday items, treats,

and lots more —all in one place! Breakfast sandwiches,
coffee, and other items available.

Vendors please contact Pam 727-647-8621 or Laura 401-996-6689 for table
information
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